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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO, 132

WHEEREAS, in light of the dangers posed by COVID-1%, I issued
Executive COrder No. 103 (2020) on March 9, 2020, the facts and
circumstances of which are adopted by reference herein, which
declared both a Public Health Emergency and State of Emergency;
and

WHEREAS, to further protect the health, safety, and welfare
of New Jersey residents by, among eother things, reducing the rate
of community spread cf COVID-19, I issued Executive Order No. 104
(2020) on March 16, 2020, the facts and circumstances of which are
also adopted by reference herein, which established statewide
social mitigation strategies for combatting COVID-19; and

WHFREAS, on March 21, 2020, I issued Executive Order No., 107
{2020}, superseding Executive Order No. 104 ({2020) and requiring
New Jersey residents to remain home or at their place of residence
subject to limited exceptions, cancelling soclal gatherings, and
limiting all restaurants and other dining establishments to
offering only foed delivery and/or take-out services; and

WHEREAS, as of April 28, 2020, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), there were more than
2,954,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19 worldwide, with over 202,000
of those cases having resulted in death; and

WHEREAS, as of April 28, 2020, there were mere than 981,000
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the United States, with over 55,000
of those cases having resulted in death; and

WHEREAS, as of April 28, 2020, there were over 113,000
positive cases of COVID-19 in Wew Jersey, with at least 6,442 of
those cases having resulted in death; and

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, I issued Executive Order No. 105
(2020), which reguired the electronic collection and submission of

political party candidate and delegate petitions through an cnline

b
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form created by the Secretary of State in order to limit
unnecessary perscon-to-person ceontact during the COVID-18
emergency; and

WHERFAS, Executive Order No. 120 (2020) extended the required
electronic ceollection and submission of petitions through an
online form to Independent candidates seeking direct nomination
for the general electicn; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Statutes authorize wvoters to submit
initiative and referendum petitions for a variety of purposes,
including but not limited to, effectuating a change in or
replacement of government, reducing or increasing a levy cap, or
proposing local cordinances; and

WHEREAS, social distancing measures are required for a period
of as-yet-undetermined duration, meaning unnecessary person-to-
person contact must be limited; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey citizens are presently faced with the
reality that exercising their statutory right to engage in direct
democracy through collecting cr f£illing out petitions may endanger
their heaith and safety; and

WHEREAS, unless action is taken, the COVID-19 emergency will
significantly hinder initiatives and referenda from meeting the
petition requirements set forth in statutes, including but not
limited to N.J.S.A. 40;:;65A-184, 40:69A~-185, 40:69A-186, 40:74-10,
40:74-11, 40:41A-104, 40:41A-105 and 40:41A-106; and

WHEREAS, the full participation of wvoters 1is critical to a
robust democracy; and

WHEREAS, allowing initiative and referendum campaigns to
submit their petitions electronically, Iin addition to hand
delivery, will help limit unnecessary person-to-person contact;

and



WHEREAS, allowing voters to fill out and submit initiative

and referendum petitions electronically, so that initiative or
referendum campaigns need not physically gather petitions by going
to individual voters in person, will help limit unnecessary person-—
to-person contact; and

WHEREAY, temporarily modifying the requirements of statutory
provisions, including but not limited te N.J.5.A. 40:69A-186,
40:74-11, and 40:41B-106, to allow for electronic submission of
p;Eitions iz needed to ensure voters can safely exercise their
déﬁocratic rights during this unprecedented public health crisis;
aﬁd |

WHEREAS, the Constitution and statutes of the State of
New Jersey, particularly the provisicens of N.J.5.A. 26:13-1
et seq., N.J.S8.,A. App. A: 9%-33 et seq., N.J.S.A, 38A:3-6.1, and
N.J.S.A. 38A:2-4 and all amendments and supplements thereto,
confer upon the Governor of the State of New Jersey certain
emergency powers, which I have invoked;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PETLIP D. MURPHY, Governor of the State of
New Jersey, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the
Constituticn and by the Statutes of this State, do hereby ORDER
and DIRECT:

1. In addition to accepting hand delivery of initiative and
referendum petitions, county clerks and municipal clerks shall
allow for these petitions to be submitted electronically.

2. The county clerks and municipal clerks shall alsc accept
petitions with signatures collected via an online form. A generic
tempiate of this form shall be created by the Secretafy of State,
in consultation with the Department of Law and Public Safety. This

form shall be available for use by May 1, 2020,
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3. Following the availability of the online template form,
the county clerks and municipal clerks shall require that
signatures be gathered wvia the online template form. Hand
signatures obtained prior to the effective date of this Crder shall
also be accepted.

4. The requirements of statutory provisions, including but
not limited to N.J.S.A. 40:69A-186, 4G:74-11, and 40:41A-106, that
a petition circulator provide a notarized affidavit attesting to
the validity of the signatures on the petition and the process by
which the signatures were collected shall be suspended for
initiative and referendum petitions submitted during the pendency
of the public health emergency. Petition circulators who have not
already notarized an affidavit shall attach a signed statement
verifying the information required in statutes, including but not
limited to N.J.S.A. 40:69A-186, 40:74-11, and 40:41A-106.

5. This Order shall take effect immediately. The use of
the online form to gather signatures for petitions shall cease
upon termination of this Order.

GIVEN, under my hand and seal this
29tk day of April,
Two Thousand and Twenty, and
of the Independence of the
United States, the TwWo
Hundred and Forty-Fourth.

[seal]
/s/ Phillp D. Murphy

Governor

Attest:
/s/ Matthew J. Platkin

Chief Counsel to the Governor



EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 216

WHEREAS, in light of the dangers posed by Coronavirus disease
2019 (“"COVID-19"}, I issued Executive Order No. 103 on
March 9, 2020, the facts and circumstances of which are adopted by
reference herein, which declared both a Public Health Emergency
and State of Emergency; and

WHEREAS, through Executive Order Nos. 119, 138, 151, 162,
171, 180, 186, 191, 200, 210, and 215 issued on Zpril 7, 2020,
May 6, 2020, June 4, 2020, July 2, 2020, August 1, 2020,
August 27, 2020, September 25, 2020, October 24, 2020,
November 22, 2020, December 21, 2020, and January 19, 2021,
respegtively, the facts and clrcumstances of which are adopted by
reference herein, I declared that the COVID-18 Public Health
Emergency continued to exist and declared that all Executive Orders
and Administrative Orders adopted in whole or in part in response
to the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency remained in full force and
effect; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. App. A:%-34 and -51, I
reserve the right to utilize and employ all available resources of
State government to protect against the emergency created by
COVID-1%9; and

WHEREAS, as COVID-19 continued to spread across New Jersey
and an increasing number of individuals required medical care or
hospltalization, I issued a seriles of Executive Orders pursuant to
my authority under the New Jersey Civilian Defense and Disaster
Control Act, N.J.S.A. Bpp. A:9-33 et seq. and the Emergency Health
Powers Act, N.J.S5.R. 26:13-1 et seq., to protect the public health,
safety, and welfare against the emergency created by COVID-19,
including Executive Order Nos. 104-133, Nos., 135-138,

Nos. 140-166, HNWos. 168-173, No. 175, Nos. 177-181, HNo. 183,

C
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Nos. 186-187, WNos. 189-198, No. 200, Nos. 203-204, ©No. 207,
Nos., 210-211, and Nos. 214-215 {2020), the facts and circumstances
of which are all adopted by reference herein; and

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, I issued Executive Order No. 105,
which reguired the electronic cellection and submission of
political party candidate and delegate petitions through an online
form created by the Secretary of State; and

WHEREAS, On April 8, 2020, I issued Executive Crder No. 120,
which extended the required electronic collection and submission
of petitions through an online form to Independent candidates
seeking direct nominaticn for the general election; and

WHEREAS, on April 29, 2020, I issued Executive Order No. 132,
which allowed for the submission of initiative and referendum
petitions electronically in additien te submission Dby hand
delivery and which required the collection of signatures via an
online form created by the Secretary of State; and

WHEREAS, P.L.2020, <.55 subseguently codified the standards
adopted by Executive Order Nes. 105, 120, and 132 (2020) for the
collection of signatures and submission of petitions; and

WHEREAS, full participation in the electoral process, both as
a voter and as a candidate, 1s essential to a strong democracy;
and

WHEREAS, our knowledge about COVIB-19 and its transmission is
more advanced than it was in March of 2020, and we now know that
contact with contaminated surfaces is not the primary method by
which COVID-1% is spread; and

WHEREAS, social distancing and other measures critical to
limiting the spread of COVID-19 can sometimes require greater time
and resources to meet certain obligations under elections law than

would ctherwise be required; and



WHEREAS, given the fast apprecach of an election cycle in which

hundreds of elected offices are to be filled, including all 80
seats in the New Jersey General Assembly and all 40 seats in the
New Jersey Senate, it remains vital that every appropriate option,
consistent with social distancing and other precautions, bLke
available for the collection and submission of petitions and
signatures; and

WHEREAS, permitting the collection of signatures and the
sﬁﬁﬁission of petitions both electronically and, consistent with
prgﬁer health guidance, in person will facilitate the greatest
iﬁ%olvement in the electoral process and will Dbetter allow
qﬁélified candidates to meet the nomination reguirements under the
law; and

WHEREAS, states generally have discretion to dictate the
time, manner, and place of elections in the absence of controlling
federal law; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution and statutes of the S8tate of
New Jersey, particularly the provisicons of N.J.8.A. 26:13-1
et seq., N.J.S.A. App. A: 9-33 et seq., N.J.S.A. 3BA:3-6.1, and
N.J.S.A. 38A:2-4 and all amendments and supplements thereto,
confer upen the Governor of the State of New Jefsey certain
emergency powers, which I have invoked;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PHILIP D. MURPHY, Governor of the State of
New Jersey, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and by the Statutes of this State, do hereby ORDER
and DIRECT:

1. The Secretary of State, county clerks, municipal clerks,
board of education secretaries, and fire district board
gsecretaries shall allow for any candlidate, delegate, recall,

initiative, referendum, or other petition reguired tc be filed
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prior te an election to be submitted by hand delivery and

electronically.
2. The Secretary of State, county clerks, municipal clerks,
kboard of education secretaries, and fire district board

secretaries shall accept petitions with hand-written signatures
and signatures collected wvia an online form created by the
Secretary of State.

3. The respective filing officer for the petition shall
develop the procedures for the electronic submission and signing
of petitions, and of any reguired oaths, certifications and
affidavits, which documents shall be submitted to such filing
officers as are designated under law, notwithstanding any
provision of P.L.2020, ¢.55 to the contrary.

4., The regquirements of N.J.S8.A. 1%:23-7, N,J.85.A. 19:23-
15, and N.J.8.A. 19:13-8 that a candidate provide a notarized oath
of allegiance shall be in effect regardless of whether a petition
is submitted by hand delivery or electronically.

5. Any required notarial acts may be conducted consistent
with P.L.2020, c¢.26.

6. Any provision of P.L.2020C, c¢.55 that 1s inconsistent
with this Order is suspended for the duration of the Public Health
Emergency first declared in Executive Order No. 103 (20208}).

7. Paragraph 3 of Executive Order No. 132 (202Z0), to the
extent inconsistent with this Order, is superseded.

8. Noe municipality, county, or any other agency or
political subdivision of this State shall enact or enforce any
order, rule, regulation, ordinance, or resolution that will or
might in any way conflict with any of the provisions of this Order,
or that will or might in any way interfere with or impede its

achievement.



9. This order shall take effect immediately and shall apply

to any petition that is due or may be submitted during the Public
Health Emergency, first declared in Executive Order No, 103 {2020).

GIVEN, under my hand and seal this
25t day of January,
Two Thousand and Twenty-one,
and of the Independence of
the United States, the Two
Hundred and Forty-Fifth.

[seal]
/s/ Philip D. Murphy

Governor

Attest:
/s8/ Parimal Garg

Chief Counsel to the Governor
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————————————————————————

Email Thread 1

From: <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

To: <clerk@teanecknj.gov>

Sent: 3/1/2021 1:10 PM

Subject: Email Township Clerk - New Form Submission for Teaneck

A new submission has been received for Email Township Clerk at 03/01/2021 1:10 PM

First Name: Sam

Last Name: DiFaico

Email sdifalco@fwwatch.org
Address:

Phone: 9732703619
Address:

City:

How can On January 25, Governor Murphy signed Executive Order #216, regarding the

the submission of petitions. Section 3 of the order states: “The respective filing

township officer for the petition shall develop the procedures for the electronic

clerk assist submission and signing of petitions, and of any required oaths, certifications

you?: and affidavits, which documents shall be submitted to such filing officers as
are designated under law, notwithstanding any provision of P.L.2020, ¢.55 to
the contrary. " | am writing today to request your procedures for the electronic
submission and signing of initiative ordinance petitions. Thanks for your time
and have a wonderful day.

This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged and confidential and may be
considered advisory, consultative and deliberative material under OPRA. This communication is
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have
received this email in error please notify the system manager. This message contains
confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named
addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this email. Please notify the sender
immediately by email if you have received this email by mistake and delete this email from your
system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclesing, copying, distributing
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. '

5
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Subject: Re: Email Township Clerk - New Form Submission for Teaneck
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 at 8:39:56 AM Eastern Standard Time
From: Doug Ruccione, druccione@teanecknj.gov

To: Sam DiFalco, sdifaico@fwwatch.org, clerk@teanecknj.gov

Good morning.
Thank you for touching base.

As long as your petition is formatted like a petition and contains the valid/required # of
signatures we will accept it for review.

Deadlines & # of signatures is not dictated by us but by State Statute, as you mention

Doug Ruccione

Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Township of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext, 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twitter! @TeaneckNJgov

Subject: Re: Email Township Clerk - New Form Submission for Teaneck
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 at 9:56:05 AM Eastern Standard Time
From: Sam DiFalco

To: Doug Ruccione, clerk@teanecknj.gov

Thank you for this information and have a nice day.

Sam DiFalco (shefher)
sdifalco@fwwatch.org

Fight like you live here.

Email Thread 2

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>, "clerk@teanecknj.gov"
<clerk@teanecknj.gov>

Sent: 3/9/2021 6:42 PM
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Subiject; Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures
Hello Doug,

Thank you again for sharing your procedures for submitting initiative petitions electronically. |
wanted to follow up with a copy of what one of our petitions would lock like using Docuéign, a
computer program with signatory verification. We would greatly appreciate it if you could please
review and confirm that this would be acceptable under Teaneck’s procedures for electronic
signatures. B o

Additionally, can you please identify the maximum individual attachment size and the maximum
total file size for your email address? In my prior experience with other municipalities, we've
seen limits of between 20 and 35 megabytes. Because our petitions are several pages long,
and each one only contains a single signature, | believe this could lead to a situation where the
submission of our petition papers would require multiple emails, even if they are compressed -
into a .zip file. We are asking you to please let us know the file size limits on this email address
and if we can submit petitions in multiple emails.

Thanks very much and have a great day!

Sam DiFalco (she/her)
North Jersey Organizer
Food & Water Watch and Food & Water Action

C (973) 270-3619

100 Bayard St. Suite 202
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Fight like you live here.

From: Doug Ruccione <drucciche@teanecknj.gov>

Date: Wednesday, March 10, 2021 at 9:34 AM

To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>, "clerk@teanecknj.gov" <clerk@teanecknj.gov>
Subject: Re: Clarifying initiative Petition Procedures

Hello, Sam.
No attachment!

| believe we are around a limit of 30-35MB
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Doug Ruccicne

Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Township of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Read

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckN.Jgoyv
Follow us on Twitter! @TeaneckNJgov

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>, "clerk@teanecknj.gov"
<clerk@teanecknj.gov>

Sent: 3/10/2021 9:49 AM

Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Sorry about that, Attached here!

8am DiFalco (she/her)
sdifalco@fwwatch.org

Fight like you live here.

From: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>

Date: Wednesday, March 10, 2021 at 9:51 AM

To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>, "clerk@teanecknj.gov" <clerk@teanecknj.gov>
Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Where are the signatures?

Doug Ruccicne

Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Township of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

like us on Facebook! @TeaneckN.lgoy
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Follow us on Instagram! @ TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twitter! @TeaneckNJgov

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>, "clerk@teanecknj.gov"
<clerk@teanecknj.gov>

Sent: 3/10/2021 10:06 AM

Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

This is just an example about what one of our petitions would fook like. We’'d have one for each
signatory. D_igital signatures signed and verified using DocuSign will appear on page six.

Sam DiFalco (shether)
sdifalco@fwwatch.org

Fight like you live here.

From: Doug Rucciocne <druccione@teanecknj.gov> ',
Date: Wednesday, March 10, 2021 at 10:11 AM i
To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>, "clerk@teanecknj.gov" <clerk@teanecknj.gov>
Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

do you have an example of a fully executed petition sent to another municipality?

Doug Ruccione ‘
Township Clerk |
Clerk's Office .
Township of Teaneck ¥
818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twitter! @ TeaneckNJgov

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org> :
To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>, "clerk@teanecknj.gov” l
<clerk@teanecknj.gov> |
Sent: 3/10/2021 10:23 AM

Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures
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Just to clarify, you're looking for a copy of a petition that was sent to a different municipality as
part of a past initiative petition?

Sam DiFalco (she/her)
sdifalco@fwwatch.org

Fight like you live here.

From: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>

Date: Monday, March 15, 2021 at 10:07 AM

To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>, "clerk@teanecknj.gov" <clerk@teanecknj.gov>
Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Sam - | apologize - we are in Budget Season and it gets a little crazy.

Yes - | am asking for a copy of what you have submitted to other towns.

Doug Ruccione

Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Township of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twitter! @ TeaneckNJgov

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifaico@fwwatch.org>

To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Sent: 3/15/2021 2:05 PM

Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Hi Doug,

No worries, | understand. | attached a compressed folder to this email with the petition packets
we submitted in East Brunswick. This was prior to the Coronavirus pandemic though so these
petitions were signed in person, not through an e-signature tool. Also attached is a sample of
what one of our petitions would look like this time using Docusign. | sent this last week but
wanted to make sure you had it handy in case you wanted to compare.
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Thanks! Please let me know if you have additional questions.

Sam DiFalco {she/her) o
sdifalco@fwwatch.org |

Fight like you live here.

From: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Date: Monday, March 15, 2021 at 2:08 PM
To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>
Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

I have that example but would like to see a real petiton through docusign to assure we do not .
have a problem accessing that type of file. |
Doug Ruccione

Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Township of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Foliow us on Twitter! @TeaneckNJgov

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Sent: 3/15/2021 3:25 PM

Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Oh okay. We don’t have a real one yet but it will be in a .pdf format. That will work right?

Sam DiFalco (she/her)
sdifalco@fwwatch.org

Fight like you live here,

From: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Date: Monday, March 15, 2021 at 3:26 PM
To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>
Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures
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yes a PDF works - but they will all be digital signatures? Just want to make sure its readable on
our servers here - would not be cool for you go through that work then theres a tech issue

Do you work with Matt?
Doug Ruccione

Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Township of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twitter! @TeaneckNJgov

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Sent: 3/17/2021 1:49 PM

Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Hi Doug,

Yes | am fairly certain they will all be digital signatures. And if there are paper petitions
circulated, which | think is unlikely, we can either deliver them in person or by mail, or scan them
and send as PDFs.

Please let me know if that works, and you have had a chance to review the model petition and
can confirm that it would be acceptable under Teaneck’s procedures for electronic signatures.

And yes | do work with Matt. Thank you for your time!

Sam DiFalco (she/her)
sdifalco@fwwatch.org

Fight like you live here,
From: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 at 1:55 PM

To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>
Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

| do not see an issue but am wai/ng for our attorneys to weigh in.

Is a hard copy out of the ques/on for you?
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Tell Matt that Doug from Ringwood is trying to make sure you guys dont waste your /me!

Doug Ruccione

Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Township of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Foilow us on Twitter! @TeaneckNJgov

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Sent: 3/17/2021 2:34 PM

Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Okay thank you!

And 1 think we're not looking to have hard copy petitions circulated while COVID transmission is
still a risk. The majority if not the entirety of the petitions would be signed using DocuSign.

Thanks, I'll let Matt know.

Sam DiFalco (she/her)
sdifalco@fwwatch.org

Fight like you live here.

From: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 at 2:40 PM

To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

Subject: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

If possible, 1 petition with ali the signatures will be preferable.

| will be intouch once | hear from our attorneys.

Only half kidding with Matt - we go back on a couple projects outside of Teaneck.

Doug Ruccione
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Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Township of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @ TeaneckMNJgoy

Follow us on Twitter! @TeaneckNJgov

From: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 at 3:21 PM

To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Also are you able to briefly explain to me what the initiative is you are shooting for?

Doug Ruccione

Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Township of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twiler! @TeaneckNJgov

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Sent: 3/18/2021 2:55 PM

Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Nice to hear you know Matt, and thanks for checking in with the attorney.

This initiative is for an ordinance for 100% renewable community choice aggregation. Residents
are interested in bringing this program to Teaneck which would allow the township to “bulk
purchase" energy, at discounted rates, from clean sources with increasing percentages of it
coming from renewable sources like wind and solar until it reaches 100% by 2030.
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Best,

Sam DiFalco (shefher)
sdifalco@fwwatch.org

Fight like you live here.

From: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 18, 2021 at 2:57 PM

To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

May you sen'cl' the initiative language to me via email?

The Township to my knowledge has never turned down this idea.

Doug Ruccione

Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Township of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twiler! @TeaneckNJgov

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 at4:23 PM
Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Yes, the initiative language is listed in the petition. Attached again here so you have it handy.

10

The only difference is it would say Teaneck and Bergen County instead of North Brunswick and

Middlesex County. And of course the committee of petitioners circulating this are Teaneck

residents.

The initiative begins on page 2 and ends at the bottom of page 5.

And yes the council has not opposed this, but have not advanced it.
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i

Thank you, and please keep me posted on what you hear from your attorney. We really
appreciate your time on this.

Sam DiFalco (she/her)
sdifalco@fwwatch.org

Fight like you live here.

On Mar 26, 2021, at 10:01, Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org> wrote:
Hi Doug,

Happy Friday! Just wondering if you heard anything back from the attorney. Thanks!

Sam DiFalco {she/her)
sdifalco@fwwatch.org

Fight like you live here.

From: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Date: Monday, March 29, 2021 at 2:59 PM
To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>
Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Happy Monday, Sam]

Would it be possible that you and Ma[ could give me a call sometime tomorrow morning to
discuss this further? 9739347880

Doug Ruccione Township Clerk 201-837-1600 x1025 818 Teaneck Road Teaneck, NJ 07666

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Sent: 3/29/2021 5:22 PM

Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Hi Doug,

We can call tomorrow at 11:30.
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Thanks!

Sam DiFalco (she/her)
sdifalco@fwwatch.org

Fight like you live here,

From: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 at 8:50:46
To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>
Subject: Re: Clarifying Initiative Petition Procedures

Sweet! Happy Tuesday!

Doug Ruccione

Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Township of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twitter! @TeaneckNJgov

12

Email Thread 3

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov> Cc: Matthew Smith <msmith@fwwatch.org>

Sent: 4/7/2021 2:48 PM
Subject: Petition initiative

Hi Doug,

Hope you are doing well. | wanted to check in and see if you were able to get a confirmation
from the attorney that the model initiative petition we shared with you was acceptable under
Teaneck’s procedures for accepting electronic signatures.

Please let me know. Thanks so much!




BER-L-005566-21 08/20/2021 12:31:26 PM Pg 34 of 46 Trans ID: LCV20211933433

13

Sam DiFalco (she/her)
North Jersey Organizer
Food & Water Watch and Food & Water Action

C (973) 270-3618
100 Bayard St. Suite 202 New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Fight like you live here.

When you join Food & Water Action as a monthly Action Partner, you are investing in our food,
water and climate for now and the future. Join us as a monthly partner here.

From: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at 2:54 PM

To: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

Cc: Matthew Smith <msmith@fwwatch.org>
Subject: Re: Petifion initiative

Yes! It is! | thought | had confirmed. | apologizel

Doug Ruccione

Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Township of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

From: Sam DiFalco <sdifalco@fwwatch.org>

To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov> Cc: Matthew Smith <msmith@fwwatch.org>
Sent: 4/7/2021 3:11 PM

Subject: Re: Petition initiative

No worries, thank you so much for your assistance!

Sam DiFalco (shefher)
sdifalco@fwwatch.org

Fight like you live here.

Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at 3:13:21 PM Eastern Daylight Time



From: Doug Ruccione

To: Sam DiFalco

CC: Matthew Smith

Subject: Re; Petition initiative

Thank you both for your pa&ence!

Doug Ruccione

Township Clerk

Clerk's Office

Tawnship of Teaneck

818 Teaneck Road

T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @ TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twitter! @ TeaneckNJgov

14
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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO, 244

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, through Executive Order No. 103,
the facts and circumstances of which are adopted by reference
herein, I declared both a Public Health Emergency and a State of
Emergency throughout the State due to the public health hazard
created by Corconavirus disease 2019 (“COVID-13"); and

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 103 (2020} described both the
symptoms and dangers presented by COVID-1% and the likelihood of
community spread acrcss the State, and it recognized the need to
use all available statewide authorities to prepare for and respond
to COVID-1% cases in New Jersey, to lmplement appropriate measures
to mitigate the spread of COVID-~19, and to prepare in the event of
an increasing number of individuals reguiring medical care or
hospitalization; and

WHEREAS, as COVID-12 continued to spread across New Jersey
and an increasing number of individuals reguired medical care or
hospitalization, I issued a series of Executive Orders pursuant to
my authority under the New Jersey Civilian Defense and Disaster
Control Act and the Emergency Health Powers Act (“EHPA"), to
protect the public health, safety, and welfare against the
emergency created by COVID-19, including Executive Order Nos. 104-
133, Nos, 135-138, Nos. 140-166, Nos. 168-173, No. 173, Nos. 177-
181, No. 183, Nos, 186-187, Nos. 189-128, No. 200, Nos. 203-204,
No. 207, and Nes. 210-211 (2020} and Nes. 214-216, Nos. 219-220,
Nos. 222-223, No. 225, Nos. 228-235, and Nos. 237-243 (2021}, the
facts and circumstances of which are all adopted by reference
herein; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S8.A. 26:13-3(b) establishes that a public health
emergency declared by the Governor shall automatically terminate
after 30 days, unless renewed for an additional 20 days through a

declaration of the Governor; and

E
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WHEREAS, on April 7, 2020, I issued Executive Order No. 119,
which declared that the Public Health Emergency declared in
Executive Order Ne. 103 (2020) continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, on May 6, 2020, I issued Executive Order No. 138,
which declared that the Public Health Emergency declared in
Executive Order No. 103 (2020} continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, on June 4, 2020, I issued Executive Order No. 151,
which declared that the Public Health Emergency declared in
Executive Order No. 103 (2020) continues to exist;.and

WHEREAS, on July 2, 2@20, I issued Executive Order No. 162,
which declared that the Public Health Emergency declared in
Executive Order No. 103 (2020) continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, on Bugust 1, 2020, I issued Executive Ordexr No. 171,
which declared that the Public Health Emergency declared in
Executive Order No. 103 {2020} continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, on August 27, 2020, I issued Executive Order No. 180,
which declared that +the Public Health Emergency declared 1n
Executive Order NWo. 103 (2020) continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, on September 25, 2020, I issued Executive Order No.
186, which declared that the Public Health Emergency declared in
Executive Order No. 103 (2020) continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, on October 24, 2020, I issued Executive Order No.
191, which declared that the Public Health FEmergency declared in
Executive Order No. 103 {2020) continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, on November 22, 2020, I issued Executive Order No.
200, which declared that the Public Health Emergency declared in
Executive Order No. 103 (2020} continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, on December 21, 2020, I issued Executive Order HNo.
210, which declared that the Public Health Emergency declared in

Executive Order No. 103 (2020) continues to exist; and
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WHEREAS, on January 19, 2021, I issued Executive Order No.

215, which declared that the Public Health Emergency declared in
Executive COrder No. 103 (2020) continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, on February 17, 2021, I issued Executive Order No.
222, which declared that the Public Health Emergency declared in
Executive Order No. 103 (2020) continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2021, T issued Executive Order No. 231,
which declared that the Public Health Emergency declared in
EQZCutive Order No., 103 (2020) continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, on April 15, 2021, I issued Executive Crder Wo. 235,
wﬁich declared that the Public Health FEmergency declared in
Exécutive Order No. 103 {(2020) continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, on May 14, 2021, I issued Executive Order No. 240,
which declared that the Public Health Emergency declared in
Executive Order No. 103 (2020) continues to exist; and

WHEREAS, through Executive Order Wos. 115, 138, 151, 1oz,
171, 180, 186, 191, 200, and 218 {2020}, and Nos. 2153, 222, 231,
235, and 240 (2021), I declaréd that all Executive Orders and
Administrative Orders adopted in whole or in part in response to
the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency remained in full force and
effect; and

WHEREAS, due to the significant emergency measures the State

has taken in response o COVID—19, in the summer and fall cof 2020
there was a decrease in the rate of reported new cases of COVID-19
in New Jersey, in the total number of individuals being admitted
to hospitals for COVID-19, and in the rate o¢f reprcduction for
COVID-19 infections in New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, given the progress the State had made based on these
emergency measures and after consuitation with officials from the
Department of Health {(“DOH"), I anncounced &a multi-stage

New Jersey’s Road Back Plan (“Road Back Plan”) for the methodical
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and strategic reopening of businesses and activities based on
scientific data and metrics concerning the level of disease
transmission risk and essential classification; and

WHEREAS, in line with the Road Back Plan, the State had been
abble to relax a number of restrictions, each time tailored to the
relative risk the activity presents, and additicnal restrictions on
outdoor and indoor businesses were lifted over the past several
months; and

WHEREAS, the fact that the spread of COVID-19 had been limited
by the State’s emergency measures did not previously suggest that
the Public Health Emergency had dissipated, because absent certain
mitigation measures, public health experts anticipated that the
spread of COVID-19 would again significantly increase; and

WHEREAS, in the past year, we have gained critical knowledge
regarding COVID-19, including a better understanding of the risks
associated with certain activities, the activities that are most
conducive to spread of the wvirus, and the safeguards that can be
impiemented to mitigate those risks; and

WHEREAS, this information, together with expanded access to
testing, personal protective equipment, and other materials
necessary to protect individuals from spread of the virus, as well
as the ongoing COVID-19 Vaccination Plan (“Plan”) discussed below,
allowed the State to 1lift most restrictions, with exceptions for
certain settings of higher concern; and

WHEREAS, over the last two months, the number of hospitalized
patients has gone from over 2,300 tc under 500, the number of
patients in intensive care has gone from over 450 to under 100,
and the number of ventilators in use has geone from over 230 to

under 65; and
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WHEEREAS, over the two months, the number of individuals
testing positive for COVID-19 has gone from approximately 3,500
per day to several hundred per day, and the weekday spot positivity
of COVID-19% tests has gone from 7-8 percent to under 2 percent;
and

WHEREAS, the rate of transmission in the State has remained
significantly below 1 for most of the last two menths; and

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 Activity Level Report (“CALI Report”)
iégﬁed by the Communicable Disease Service in the New Jersey DCH
céibulates COVID-19 activity levels throughout the State using the
caée rate, percent of COVID-like illness, and percent positivity;
and

WHEREAS, the CALI Report for the week ending May 2%, 2021,
presented an activity level of moderate throughout most of the
State, with the southeast region showing low activity level, down
from high as recently as mid-April; and

WHEREAS, as part of the State’s response teo COVID~19, DOH has
created a comprehensive Plan to manage the receipt,
administration, and tracking of the wvaccines developed to
inoculate the State’s reslidents and workforce against COVID~19;
and

WHEERAS, as part of that Plan, New Jersey set an initial goal
of fully vaccinating 70 percent of the eligible adult population
in New Jersey by June 30, equating to approximately 4.7 million
individuals; and

WHEREAS, the State has thus far administered approximately 9
million doses of COVID-19 vaccines, with over 4.8 million New
Jersevans having received at least one dose of a vaccine and over

4.2 million having been fully vaccinated; and
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WHEREAS, vaccine supply was previously constrained, but is
now sufficient to permit every eligible individual within the State
reasonable access; and

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(“CDC”) recently issued guidance regarding social distancing and
masking measures that reflects the low probability that fully
vaccinated individuals will transmit the virus and emphasizes the
significant protection against severe illness that the vaccine
provides individuals; and

WHEREAS, given the declisive decreases in key statistics, such
as the number of hospitalized patients in the State, the number of
daily positive COVID-19 cases, spot positivity, and the rate of
transmission, and the continuation of the 3tate’s Plan, the State
has now lifted the vast majority of restrictions that were designed
to reduce transmission and spread of the virus; and

WHEREAS, despite the extensive progress made in combatting
COVID-19, there remains an ongoing threat necessitating That
certain actions taken pursuant to the powers granted under the
EHPA, including vaccine management, administraticon and tracking,
remain in place; and

WHEREAS, ongoing oversight of the State’s vaccination program
is particularly important as the rollout continues, as the State
prepares for additional groups of New Jerseyans to become eligible
for wvaccination, and as the State prepares for the potential
necessity of booster doses in the future; and

WHEREAS, the CDC continues to highlight certain settings,
including schocls and health care facilities, as places where
mitigation protocols are necessary; and

WHEREAS, the CDC alseo continues to release updated
recommendations regarding mitigation protocols that may regquire

the State to modify current policies and protocols; and
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WHEREAS, 1in light of that ongeoing need, I have Jjust signed
Assembly Bill WNo, 5820, which ensures that essential authorities,
including the power of State agencies to medify existing emergency
Orders and issue new Orders for certain purposes, can continue
after the terminaticn of the Public Health Fmergency declared in
Executive Order No. 103 (2020} to avoid disruption in New Jersey’'s
emergency response; and

WHEREAS, neither the legislation nor this Order diminish the
exiéting authorities of State agencies, separate and apart from
ag§ emergency powers; and

WHERERS, the legislation also extends the effective periocd
fof specified Executive Orders issued pursuant to Executive Order
No. 103 (2020) authorities, including but not limited to Orders
regarding statutory and regulatory deadline extensions that are
critical to wind down in a measured and thoughtful manner; and

WHEREAS, in light of this legislation becoming law, the Public
Health Emergency declared in Executive Crder No. 103 (2020} can be
safely and responsibly lifted; and

WHEREAS, while the State has effectively curtailed the
immediate puklic health threat of the virus, the economic and
social impacts of the wvirus will require ongeing management gnd
oversight; and

WHEREAS, the State of Emergency declared in Executive Order
No. 103 (2020) pursuant to N.J.S.A. App.A.:9-33 et seg. must remain
in effect to allow for the continued management of New Jersey's
recovery from and response to the COVID-192 pandemic;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PHILIP D. MURPHY, Governor of the State of
New Jersey, by virtue of the authority wvested 1in me by the
Constitution and by the Statutes of this State, do hereby DECLARE

and PROCLAIM:
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1. The Public Health Emergency declared in Executive Order
No. 103 (2020) pursuant tc the EHPA, N.J.S.A. 26:13-1, et seq.,
is hereby terminated.

2. The State of Emergency declared in Executive Order No.
103 (2020) pursuant to N.J.S.A. App.A.:9-33 et seq. continues to
exist in the State of New Jersey.

3. This Order shall take effect immediately.

GIVEN, under my hand and seal this
4th day of June,
Two Thousand and Twenty-one,
and of the Independence of
the United States, the Two
Hundred and Forty-Fifth.
[seal]
/3/ Philip D. Murphy

Governor

Attest:
/s/ Parimal Garg

Chief Counsel to the Governor
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Scott Salmon

From:
Sent;
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Ron Schwartz <rockinron628@yahoo.com>
Monday, June 28, 2021 8:23 AM

Poug Ruccione

Noah Liben; Reshma Khan; Scott Salmon
ONE TOWN CNE VOTE

Hi Doug: It was a pleasure meeting with you, Bill Rupp Esq. and John Shahdanian Esq. at your
office on 6/16. Present at the meeting for One Town One Vote were myself, Scott Salmon Esq.,
Noah Liben, and Reshma Khan. The following is a summary of my notes of what transpired at the
meeting:

1-You agreed that the 10% figure under the statute for the amount of signatures needed to put
the initiative on the ballot was 791;

2-Although the meeting had been called initially for you to give comments and suggestions
regarding the live and electronic petitions being used by our group, the town attorney indicated
that you could not give us any legal advice in this regard,;

3-You advised that the latest date to get the petitions to the county clerk for placement on the
ballot would be the end of August;

4-\We advised you that we were obtaining both electronic and live signatures on our petitions in
accordance with the governors executive order;

5-We agreed that the last date to obtain electronic signatures would be July 4, 2021. We
indicated we would close down our electronic voting link on July 3,

8-You asked a question regarding how electronic signatures could be verified since you had
never done this before. Our response was that the executive order did not require a verification of
the signatures, only verification that there is a registered voter by that name at the address
provided. We indicated also that we verified by requiring the signer to provide a valid email
address;

7- Bill Rupp asked if the 25% requirement contained in assembly bill 5404, passed in 2019,
applied to this petition rather than the 10-15% of NJSA40:69A-185. We responded that that
amendatory statute only pertained to a change in the whole form of government from non-
partisan to partisan and not to a mere change in the date for election of the council. Scott
Salmon indicated that that statue had not even been raised by any of the parties in the itigation
that had followed a similar successful initiative in Ridgewood last year.

8-You requested that we file our petitions as early as possible as you anticipated that your office
would have a lot of work to do with the CCA petition coming in as well. We responded that we
plannead on filing shortly after the July 4th holiday.

Thanks again for the meeting! Ron

Sent from my iPhone
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